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ELECTION IN OF M.C. IN CO-OPERATIVE HOUSING SOCIETY
The managing committee shall appoint one Returning Officer (RO) from amongst the non-contesting members who has given his consent that he will neither propose nor second any candidature. However, if so desired, the RO may also be appointed from qualified outsiders. 
 
NOTE: If the managing committee fails to appoint an RO, the Registering Authority shall appoint one in addition to polling staff. The cost of the same will be borne by the society. The outgoing managing committee shall have to deliver to the RO copies of the authenticated provisional list of voters sufficiently in advance.
 
In my opinion, the following schedule can be observed to avoid complications: 
i. a provisional list of the voters shall include the persons who are enrolled, as members on 30th June in the year in which the election of the society is due. The list with their names, membership numbers and addresses, shall be published by the managing committee. The names of the persons, who are not defaulters for more than three months on the date of issue of the notice for conducting the election, can find place in that list.
ii. The provisional list of voters shall be displayed on the notice board of the society at least 60 days before the date of election, inviting objections/claims. Any objection/claim should reach the secretary within eight days from the publication of the list.
iii. The managing committee shall after due consideration of all such objections/claims, draw up a final voter list within two days and display the same on the notice board. It shall supply certified copies of the same to the RO within two days thereafter. 
iv. The RO shall within five days publish on the notice board the details of the various stages of election and also communicate the same (along with the notice for the election, calling for nominations) to all members whose names appeared in the final voter list.
 
e. If the secretary fails to deliver copies of the list of voters to the RO before the due date, it shall be the responsibility of the chairman of the society to ensure that copies of the final list of voters reaches the RO in the next two days.
 
f. In case of failure on the part of the secretary and the chairman to appoint an RO, any member may approach the office of the Registering Authority to appoint one from amongst the eligible members to conduct the election as per the provisions of the election rules of the society. 
 
g. Every ballot paper shall be stamped and signed on its back by the RO and he shall record secretly the serial number of the ballot papers issued to particular voters and take considerable precaution to avoid false voting.
 
h. In view of completing the election process as quickly as possible, a model for the various stages of election and the time required is tabulated below:
 
(i) Any member nominated as candidate for election can fill in a seat in the managing committee if his/her name finds place in the final list of voters and he/she has given formal written consent.
(ii) Any member whose name is entered in the final list of voters may be a proposer or seconder for nominating a candidate for election to the extent that seats are to 
be filled.
(iii) In case of the death of a contesting candidate before the commencement of the poll, the RO shall countermand the poll.
(iv) If after the expiry of the period within which candidature may be withdrawn, the number of candidates whose nominations have been accepted, is equal to or less than the number of seats to be filled, the RO shall forthwith declare such candidates to be duly elected unopposed.
(v) At every election when a poll is taken, votes shall be given by secret ballot by the member himself/herself and no proxy shall be allowed. 
(vi) The RO shall affix his own signature on the paper seal and obtain thereon the signature of the candidates as are desirous of affixing the same in the process of closing of the ballot box.
(vii) Ballot paper shall contain the names of the candidates arranged alphabetically according to their surnames. No ballot paper shall be issued to any voter before the commencement and after the closing of the poll.

NOTE: i) If the selected date, as specified in the table above, falls on a public holiday, the next working day shall be fixed for the respective events.
ii) No further nomination shall be necessary in the case of a person who was a contesting candidate at the time of the countermanding of the poll.
iii) No person who has given a notice of withdrawal of his candidature before the countermanding of the poll shall be eligible to be a candidate for election after 
such countermanding.

