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The condition of 2 year membership has been relaxed by way of the Government Gazette Notification dated 29.10.2003 and, therefore, a member of less than 2 years standing may contest the election to the

managing committee. 

Previously it was Election Rule No. 12 which reads as: “No member of the society shall be eligible to participate in the election to the managing committee of the society if (i)…(ii)….(iii) he has not completed two years of his enrollment as a member of the society as on the last date of nomination”. 
In terms of Clause No.3 (xxiv) (a) of the model bye laws, an associate member means a member who holds jointly a share of a society with others but whose name does not stand first in the share certificate and bye law No.25 put the restrictions on the rights of an associate member in as much as that an associate member shall have rights or privileges of a member as provided in Section 27(2) of the 

Maharashtra Cooperative Societies Act.  In terms of the said provisions of the Act, an associate member is only eligible to participate in the general body meeting and to vote.  Therefore, if we go by these provisions, an associate member is not eligible to contest election, but there is a difference of opinion on this issue in the absence of some suitable clarification from the competent authority or judicial pronouncement.

