Government Directions to Cooperative Housing Societies’ for making

documents available to members (dated 10th March 1995)

No: sagruyo 1095/15165/ P. K. 36 /14 C,

Cooperatives and Textiles Department, Mantralaya Annex,

Mumbai 400032, Dated 10th of March 1995

Since Section 32 of the Cooperative Societies Act lists the documents which can be perused by the members without any fees and also lists documents, copies of which can be provided to the members and…

Since Rule 30 of the Cooperative Societies Rules 1961 lists the documents relating to the society, which can be obtained from the office of the Registrar, on payment of the prescribed fee and…

Since several members of the cooperative housing societies have complained against their Cooperative Housing societies to the Government and the Registrar regarding non availability of self related documents though demanded, and refusal by them to peruse or obtain copies of the documents, despite referring to the provision in terms of rule 30 of Article 32 and since these type of complaints are recurring frequently, and…

Since the underlying intention of Article 32 is to make mandatory the availability of documents to the members for their perusal, free of cost, and Rule 30 refers to the documents, which can be obtained from the Office of the Registrar for examination, and since the members want to examine any document related to their financial transactions with the society, then granting such permission is in consonance with the principles of cooperation and that there is no legal / regulatory bar to such examination and it is in public interest as well.

1) Hence in public interest, the Government, in exercise of the powers in terms of Article 79 of the Cooperatives Act, is directing the Cooperative Housing societies to make available the copies of documents to their members, on their demand, as follows:

“ If any member of the Cooperative Housing society himself or through any person authorized by him, demands any documents / papers relating to his financial transactions with the cooperative housing society, other than the documents / papers permissible in terms of Section 32 Maharashtra Cooperative Societies Act 1960, and Rule 30 of the Maharashtra Cooperative Societies Rules 1961, in writing, such documents should be made available without delay and within seven days under any circumstances. Such examination should be allowed free of cost. However the executive committee (subject to the General Body’s wishes) can prescribe a fee not exceeding Rs 10/- per hour, for such examination. 
2) The copies of such documents will be made available on demand on payment of prescribed fee or at members’ cost or on actual cost bearing basis by the society, without any delay and within 30 days under any circumstances. In case of conflict, as regards providing copies of documents, between the payment of fees as per the above provisions and the existing rules / bye laws of the society, the rates provided for in such rules / bye laws will prevail.”
The above directions will come into effect from the date referred above. 

BY order of and in the name of Governor of Maharashtra,

(S K Kalal )

Under Secretary, 

Textiles and cooperatives Department,

Government of Maharashtra 

